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	Global Entrepreneurship Week Chapter Activities


Activity 1: Speed Mentoring
This fast-paced, interactive event is similar to speed dating, but instead of looking for a significant other, you are sharing your expertise and influencing the next generation of entrepreneurs.
Speed mentoring gives you the opportunity to meet everyone in attendance. It also encourages you to share your story and help others with their businesses based on their needs, and you will help young entrepreneurs find solutions and make invaluable connections. And who knows…you might just find a useful new business contact or investment opportunity for yourself!
Guidelines:
· Mentors can be members of one EO chapter, or the event can be open to members of several nearby EO or YPO chapters.

· Mentees can come from local universities, entrepreneurship centers or schools. Other potential sources of mentees include local DECA chapters (www.deca.org), Junior Achievement (www.ja.org) or the National Foundation for Teaching Entrepreneurship (www.nfte.com).
Logistics and Cost:

· Cost depends on the venue of choice. If the mentees come from local universities, community colleges or high schools, those institutions may be willing to provide the event space.

· The event space should be large enough for several long networking tables plus extra space for the food/beverage table.

· Several long tables, enough to hold an even amount of people on each side, should be set up so that attendees face one another, with mentors on one side and mentees on the other.

· Suggested food and beverages are soda, water and desserts or cheese displays.

Process:
· Market the valuable nature of the event in advance, and encourage young entrepreneurs to register by a pre-set deadline.

· After the registration deadline, make nametags (include participants’ names and companies or schools). Make instructional arrows so attendees can easily find the meeting room.

· Prior to participants’ arrival, make sure to set up the venue and put out the food and beverages.

· Upon arrival, have each participant check in, put on his or her nametag and mingle. 

· When the facilitator and timekeeper (can be the same person) is ready, request that everyone find a seat at the long table.

· Begin by explaining what speed mentoring is and how the evening will flow.

· Every five minutes, each mentor should move to the left. Within those five minutes, people should:

· Introduce themselves

· Briefly share information about their business or career path

· Discuss the students’ interests and questions

· Exchange contact information if there is interest in further discussion

· People move when they hear the buzzer/chimes/triangle. Inform them about what they will hear when it’s time to shift chairs.

· At the end of the night, hold a raffle or play a game that ties into the activity. Be creative and finish the event with a bang! Remind everyone to follow up with their new contacts to reinforce the importance of networking for entrepreneurs.
Best Practices:
· Have a large index card with starter questions on it taped to the table between each couple as a reference.
· No food or drinks at the networking table.
· Have a timekeeper (who may also be the facilitator) use a buzzer/chimes/triangle to indicate when participants should move to the next seat.

· Remind members that this is an opportunity to influence the youth of the community and that there is no obligation for continued mentoring.

Activity 2: Host an Entrepreneurship Panel 

Logistics and Cost:

· There is no cost; this activity involves visiting a local classroom.
Process:

· Contact local high schools, community colleges and universities to see if guest speakers are needed for entrepreneurship or business classes.

· Arrange a panel of three to five EO members to visit a classroom to share their stories and answer questions.

Activity 3: Open Monthly Chapter Event to Young Entrepreneurs

Demonstrate the value of the Entrepreneurs’ Organization and networking to young entrepreneurs in your community by inviting them to a chapter learning event during Global Entrepreneurship Week.

Logistics and Cost:

· Ensure that the venue is large enough to hold the chapter attendees and additional students/guests.

· The cost of the additional attendees is minimal if you offer appetizers/reception-style food and beverages rather than a full dinner.

Guidelines:

· Choose a topic for the month that appeals to a wide variety of business stages and types of businesses.
For more information about Global Entrepreneurship Week, visit www.unleashingideas.org. For more information about implementing these activities in your chapter, contact Becky Roemen, Chapter Learning Director, at rroemen@eonetwork.org.
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